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SECOND BIENNIAL REPORT
OF THE

LINCOLN HOMESTEAD TRUSTEES
:'.l'O THE

THIRTY-SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE

STATE OF ILLINOIS.

JANUARY

H.

w.

2, 1891.

SPRINGFIELD, Il,L:
ROXXER, STATE PRINTER AND BINDER.

1890.

To His Excellency, JosEPII W.

FIFER,

Governor of the State of Illinois:

We, the undersigned, trustees of the State Reform School,
would respectfully present the following communication, which
we hardly wish to have comiiderecl as a report, but rather as a
statement of our views as ti·ustees, having the welfare of our
institution at heart.
We desire to call attention to the fad that there a great number of boys now in the Reform School for whom no steady and
useful employment can be had under the present laws; and especially is this true during the winter season, when but very
few of them can be employed outside of the buildings; and
when we take into consideratiou the fact that the idea that lies at
the very foundation of the institution is that of reforming the
boys sent there, to teach them some useful trade or occupation
which will enable them to beC'ome self-sustaining when their term
has expired, we can see how far we a.re from fulfilling the object
for which the institution wai-::i formed.
We also wiKh to say that in our opinion there are a great
number of convicts now confined in the two penitentiaries of
this State who are what are called "first offenders," who might
be reformed and made useful members of society, if they were
properly careu for and instructed, and ,vere treated differently
from what it is possible to treat them in the penitentiaries
under the existing laws: and we believe that the idea of the reforma,tion of our criminal classes has taken a hold on the minds
of the masses of the people to such an extent as that they
would hail with delight any movement in that direction.
We further believe that a large reformatory for boys over the
age of, say 9 years, and "first offenders" under the age of, say
30 years, could be instituted at t,be present State Reform School,
w bich would reflect credit upon the intelligence of our people
and result in making useful and law abiding citizens of a class
of men who, otherwise, would become permanent residents of
penal institutions. The necessary buildings could be erected by
the use of the convict labor of the two penitentiaries, which
would otherwise be idle, with very little cost to the State. There
is now a sufficient amount of land owned by the State in eonnection with the Reform School for the purpoRe, and we believe
that with comparative little expense an institution could be
built up here, which would stand for all time as a monument to
the intelligent foresightedness and philanthropic motives of this
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admini tration. But it would be necesHa.r.r to have ne-,v legislation on the subject. The present reform chool law would
have to be changed and modified, and new 1aws passed in connection therewith, which would involve a vast amount of labor
on the part of the friend , of such a measure, and yet ·we believe
the end would amply justify all the time, labor and expense
neces 'ary.
We do not mean bv this that the Reform School should be
abandoned, or its use"fulness impaired in the slightest degree,
but t.hat its sphere should be enlarged and amplified. Other
state have been moving in this direction for some years, and
,,e do not think that the great State of IJiinois can afford to
be in the rear in the onward march of chrilization, but rather
should she be in the van-g·uard.
We respectfully ask you to think over this matter, and make
such recommendations in ;your message to the next legislature
a you may think the subject demands.
Very re. pectfully yours,
R. M. JoHN,
A. D. CAmVALLADER,

Y.

Dated at Pontiac, Ill., Dec. 4, 1890.

JOBST,

Trustees.

N
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF LI

·cors

HO~IE.

SPmr GFIELD, ILL., January 2, 1001.

To the Honorable Tl1irty-seventh Genera,/ AssemMv of the State
of Illinois:
GEN'l'LEl\IEN-In compliance with the provision of section five
of ''An act to create a Board of Trustees to take and hold the
title to the Homestead of Abraham Lincoln, in the city of
Springfield, in the State of Illinois, in tru ·t for the State of
Illinois, and to provide for the care and custody thereof, and
to appropriate money for paying the custodian to keep and
exhibit said homestead and the relics and curiosities there collected," we have the honor to suumit the following· report of
the transartion.s and expenditures of the Lincoln Homestead
Trustees, from January 1, 1889, to December 31, 1890, inclusive:
The following State officers met in the office of the Governor
on April 11, 1889, for the purpose of transacting such business as
might properly come before them, viz.: Governor Joseph W.
Fifer, Secretary of State Isaac N. Pearson, Auditor Charles W.
Pavey, and Superintendent of Public Instruction Richard Edwards. Governor Joseph W. Fifer was chosen Chairman, and
Auditor Charles W. Pavey was chosen Secretary of the "Lincoln Homestead Trustees."
The unexpended balance of the appropriation of the 35th
General Assembly on hand January 1, 1889, and the appropriation made by the 36th General ~\.ssembly to defray the ex-

pen eH of r pn11·mg· :-1aid premises and employing cnHtodian for
t,he period of two year. , antl the amount paid out thereon to
December 31, 1 DO, are as follows:

uy:~Ri~lr~1
.~:. -~~~!:~~1_1:i.~~i-~~- .~!..~'.:~.
Apprornation (act approved May 2:1, 1, !l,) for custodian's salary....

,r

··

'·

·'

351

s_o~I

$1,777

2,000

repairs ................ _ _

no

$-!, 077 35

DISBURSEMENTS.

Joseph ·wood~, superintending repairs and remodeling homestead.
L. \\. C'oe, labor and materials furnished for painting at homestead.
J. M. RippPv, amount paid for plumbing. gas fitting and 11aving...
Paullin & Patterson, papPring rooms in homestead anJ. gilding
staff and ball on flag pole ............................................. .
Tho Cuh·er Marble and tone Co., labor and matorials furnished
for laying brick and stone walks. erecting hit<:!hing post, horse
block. etc., and sodding and grading yard ......................... ..
C. H. Edmands,•labor and materials for repairing gutters ......... .
0. H. Oldroyd, brass lettered plate for flag pole and one shade

H~~g ·s;, ·i:ioi>k1n: ·.·repal1:iiig.i:iun1:r·. ·.·. :·.·.·.·.·. ·.: :·. ·.: :·. :: ·.·.·.·.·.·.:: :::·. :: :: ::/

H. II. Biggs, making, painting and. setting .......................... ..
H. C. Irwin & Bro., material and labor repairing chimney ...... ····I
J. H. Barkley & Co., furnishing one hot air furnace and. one smoke
stack ..................................................................... .
Buck & McKee, carpenter work on barn and roof of house ........ .
John B. essions, planting shade tree and removing old tree ..... .
John Donovan, laying sod on yard .................................... ..
CulQ, Troxell & Co., insurance on homestead ......................... .
L. W. Coe, painting tin roof of h omestead ........................... .
J. H. Barklev & Co .. repairing gutters of root.. ..................... .
Springfield Water Work , water consumed at homestead for 2
years ending July 1, 1 90 ............................................... .
Paullin & Patterson, 10 rolls ceiling paper furnished ................ .
H. C. Irwin & Co., labor and materrn.ls for repairing flues ........ .
0, H. Oldroyd, salary as custodian from January 1, 1889, to December 31, 1 90 .......................................................... .
Ily amount of unexpended balance of the appropriation of the 35th
General Assembly October 1, 18!10, which lapsed back into th
tate Trea1,ury .......................................................... .

..50 00 ,
58 00
76 48
_
63 25

409 00

4 081

13
3
10
5
313
191
t.
10
27
15
2

71

05

00

60

ss 1

34

00

00

50
00
35

22 00
3 50
61 75

2,000 00
115 33

Total disbursements ............................................................. .

$3,461 79

Unexpended balance of appropriation ............................................ ..

11615 56

Amount of unexpended balance of appropriation to be paid
for salary of custodian ............................................ 500 00
Amount of un •xpended balance of appropriation to be paid
for repairs, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 56

The Trustees ,rnuld respectfully recommend that an appropriation of $1,000 per annum for the pay of custodian, and. of
. 150 per annum for the making of nece. sary repairs and payment of incidental expenses, be made by the 37t,h General Assembly.
JosEPH W. FIFER, Governor,
Chuirman.
C. W. PAVEY, Auditor P. A.,
Secretary.
I. . . PEARSON, Secretary of State.
RICHARD EDWARDS, Supt. Pub. Inst.
T.
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